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District court opinion withdrawing reference and adopting 
bankruptcy court’s proposed findings of fact and conclusions of
law in connection with a motion to dismiss a chapter 13 case.

The district court opinion addresses the debtor’s objections
to the bankruptcy court’s proposed findings and conclusions
concerning whether a debt for receivership fees and expenses was
noncontingent and unliquidated on the petition date.  The debt
arose from a provision in a stipulated order signed by debtor’s
attorney making him liable for receivership fees and expenses. 
The district court discussed contract law principles in
concluding that debtor was jointly and severally liable for the
debt.  The court also found that debt was liquidated on the
petition date, because the amount and debtor’s liability were
readily determinable.  

The district court deferred ruling on the motion to dismiss
pending an evidentiary hearing on the subject of whether the
debtor’s attorney was authorized to sign the stipulated order.  
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